Air-Rights Proposal: A Close Look-See 


A $250 million business-center 
development along the river-front 
beside the International Trade Mart 
would, it seems clear, be a valuable 
addition to New Orleans. Such a 
project — at completion to include a 
750-room hotel, offices, apartments, 
stores, restaurants, and other facili- 
ties, all based on a platform 23 feet 
above ground level — could create 
substance and momentum toward 
even greater substance for the city 
by adding to tax revenues, payrolls, 
money circulation, and construction, 
and by giving an impetus to further 
needed development of the central 
city. 

For these reasons, we believe that 
the project, in principle, is excel- 
lent. But one cannot go much be- 
yond principle at this point, since 
some surveys, and the study and 
negotiation of the details of the one 
proposal before the City Council 
remain to carried out. 

It is our opinion, however, that 
two conditions can be stated in ad- 
vance, as necessary: 

1. That any final agreement must 
define the obligations of the de- 
veloper to respect the servitudes 
and easements of the Dock Board, 
and guard against challenge to the 
board in its needs for handling the 
commerce of the port. Rights and 
servitudes of other public agencies 
must be likewise respected. 

2. The outcome of the negotia- 
tions must reflect what in the 
opinion of the city government and 
the Council is the best deal that the 
city can expect to obtain — this con- 
sidering that there is only one bid- 
der and the arrangement must be 
negotiated. * 

The first proposal of the Toddie 


Lee Wynne group and the L. & N. 
Railroad was rejected by the city on 
the grounds that it was not respon- 
sive to the city advertisement for 
bids or proposals. Then it was de- 
cided to open negotiations with the 
bidding group on the basis of a re- 
vised proposal from it. 

A resolution of the City Council, 
approving the proposal in principle 
and providing for the necessary 
surveys, independent appraisals of 
the properties to be exchanged, a 
statement of the rights and obliga- 
tions of the parties involved, and the 
negotiation of details, is set for a 
Council vote tomorrow. The com- 
pleted document would be sub- 
mitted to the Council for approval 
before an exchange of properties 
could be effected. 
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Thus, in effect, about all the 
resolution does is indicate the 
Council is in a receptive mood pro- 
vided what it considers a good deal 
for the city, with necessary protec- 
tive clauses for port operations, is 
worked out. 

The property exchange would in- 
volve the proffered 500 acres around 
Blind Lagoon (renamed Lake Vil- 
lere) in New Orleans East for a 
potential park in return for 9.1 
acres of city land and the air rights 
over the railroad tracks near and 
above the International Trade Mart. 

Only through proceeding with the 
appraisals, negotiations, and by 
getting the results on paper can the 
Council conclude whether the de- 
velopment would be an all around 
plus for the city and port. 


